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Desy People -
The night wore en towards dawn, Ous end I worked on st deopiusing

ey A

- —%he Erench. Homt of the othern fell ssleep, lying packed in the diteh ov in

> ‘tﬁﬁ”gyﬁﬁ hﬁr*%%&wahhﬂg toole 147t 4 teaspsen fll of eardh st a time,

| 1 pot out and stripped the dead bodies of their equipment, Treiy aana%aga W
filled and built up round the end of our trench to prevent gnfilade ; their ;
haversacks we turned to like purpose, I divided the food and tobacce aueng ﬁkqg

sround us ond Ous cleansd = couple of the sbsndoned rifles snd fired st "

ghadowy figures on the gkyline, 1§ went up the bambedwout psrt of our tremeh

end got some more sand-bags and s pick and spade, felow us the sesn was calm

as glass, reflecting the countlees lights pf the fleet, mmong them those 6{ j

five howpitasl ships, Hesrchelighte swing back and forth and red flasahe@ ahwgbié

ue where ithe warshing gwung. fney ceme the grey light of dawm, Over the

sky-iine sone sevenly yeards away walkaa a Turkish offiegr in khaki, bearded

il e

stout,and crgwned with the conioal ﬁl@ﬂgﬁ&ﬁﬁhﬁéﬁlﬂﬁﬁﬁ h&a tmkmm th@ glm@e ~
of the fex, I Tived some four shots st him, but they all missed | He wge
exmnining the ground, pointing here end there snd speaking to men whe were
lying unsesn behind him, Then & scors of Turke with bayonels fixed rushed -
cut slong @« spu¥ whieh formed « tﬁi&ﬁﬁtviﬁ sur vight, Ve opoened rapid fire
ard they fell flst smong the hervege, 7Then cane = bomb sad then angtheyr and
then they esme Tlying overthe crest thisk snd Taet,  Cur trench had no

| protection to prevent them rollimg in, mnd would heve been s desth-trsp hed
the Turke known, 1 jumped put and lay on the benk behind whers Oun 3ai§¢ﬁ
me., OUn the left ths line waverad snd broke, the men crowding out of the
&éﬁéa%&#, “Bhouts und orders prougnt bhem Back, IThey wers the wnPastunaten
#ho hai got the full dlast of the lyidite, The line pulled itsslf together,
stesdled, =mmd opened a blast of fire on the skyline, ¥Yhe Turkish bayonet
atinek never metured, ! forgot to tell you that befove the bomb ot hnok
eome off we had been snelled by the Turkish field mrtillery in our rear,

On leevinz the old Anzse position we had executed iwo »ightewheels,

Z

"

The lending foree , Kitehener's Army, st Suvis Hay was allotted the
comparatively easy tesk of cleswing the hills and flats to our resr, Gf this
they mede a failure, #n Sir Ian Hamilton says in his dispatoh ® The failure
ef the landing party at Suvie Bay to execute their shere resulted in the loss
of the hill®, In the Specisl Grder which whioh I enclose you will see what he

o trheke-of She Ansses under Birdwood and will correctly guess from his silence
what he thinks of the vest of Lhe force - An eifiger came up He the reap
paxﬂﬁui of sur trench snd ssked us some question, There was 2 stunning
concussion and we were wrapped in pink flame, We =ll collapsed and then
sorsubled to our fe& asgain, ssch expecting to see the others blowa to bits,
but no ene had a scrateh, mak 4 slirapnel shell had burst over our hﬁnﬁi.
the sun rose, and the day dragged on, OGur water-bottles were dzy,
fnose of the desd hed been emptied long before, Cur navel guns shelled
Lhe ?awkg in frent of us snd that wonderful Indian waan&a&g boetiery, of
whieh the sepers have said se little butl which has done 8o mach, 4id ite
valiant share, By a foolish mistake on our part in placing the directing
flag it opened firve on our trench, The mistake was corrected before thewe
awsy, The group of us, now in the epen behind our trench looked up and

somecne eried “"Look out®, A bimek speck, growing magically in size, [lew
into our midet, grasing the outer side of my left thigh a litile above th?ggn
and searcely drawing bleod. it wan 2 perforsted iron dise ealled the
disphragn, weighing » pound or so, |
Gliver, the ¥ellington barber, was = here, He laughed and kept

pur spirite up in ciroumstsnces which were, 4o suy the least, depressing.
Gus played the man, The only Gtage officer was Lieut, ,........ His
nerves were worn to shreds, but he set sn exauple by digging. By and by

e fell ous with an Auckland mounted men ard finally reperted him for
rudeness 0 Csptain .....ss000 0f the dellinglons, Hers were we, men {
falling all sbout, wounded men grosning, water snd food wun out, and he
stood on his &ignlky.

*» 3

Phis plan , which has no pretensions =t all to sesle, gives some idea
;at the lay of the lasnd lmmedistely in our rea&. & trisngle of Tlat land ,
enalesed by two gullies, stretched dows from ue, 1% spex pointing!about
2/3 mile nway resrwards, A% the apex was a knoll from which twe ridges ran
&nagvaﬁclasing sur Sesevrve OGully. Zariy in thesoraning the Turks pleoed men

and guns Lo sweep the triangle from the left, while snipers crossefired fram
the right front., & sniper , perhsps two, crept down the spur te e spat
marked on our left, whidexsmkpers«epsonefieed Sk < TR R R R R s

The distasee between him snd me was sbout 70 yards, ?heﬁe& ne began %o piuk

off one byeone , the men on my right, 411 alengthe line on the right, the
fellows lay in dugouts that bhad net been joined to form a treasch and were
sholutely open to enfilade, %Yo he picked them off st dmwk leisure. I asked
three officersfone of them twice) 47 we could net dig him out with the Layons!
Hle wap only = few feet from one part of our trenches, But what iz the use

of reoriminstions ¥ Nothing was done, Une body the sniper set slight with
gn explowive bullet and the cartridges in his equipment went off one by one é
a8 the flmse roached bhew, Une wounded wan lay rigid on bis back , ZThe
fallows gtaxﬁa shouting end throwing cleds ad him, 1 looked and saw harﬂ”

hadthe mussle of the rifle in his mouth and wagbrying to push off the &miggtr
with the soint of the bayonst, Hach Yime 1% slipped off, hn lay in the
widdle of the death-pateh and no one dered to help him, Sudienly a nan » I
heve never been able %o find whe it was ~ junped and ran %0 bim and dragged
the rifle from his hends and got baok ¢o shelier untouched. It wes the
bravest thing Ihave ever seen, but whether it wes mereiful or not, I am

net prepared to say. OUver the knells below iLhe apex there suddenly slid

B little group « 25 sll told - of Tomcies of the New Army. They wore the

desthetrap Bet known as & solar nelmet, Shrmpnel opened on themd but
they dasned ints Sover in TRE“FEYIY or-their Fi Nt and came W to reinfores
us, Houghly they r«;xvata~n3vtwaax marked on the plan, Jdor he iast few

yords they came inte our puiper's field el fire snd three of them double wp 1

one or two wounded wont ovawling oF
the machine gun s&ross
and we did nut

1ike shot rabbits in the short rush,

#&n@gﬁrias dowm the triangle to be cus to bites by

+ man went by, afurk in diegulse, guite near,

the gully.
At about skvans aleven

dyep to it until he von inte safety in a gully.

s seeond reinforcement emme round the knoll to be greeted by @ blsst of

give weinly from the lelt, fhey 4id not run into thn aafety of the gully

ad -

but ﬁtiagpﬁaweﬁ in & 1ittle hollow below, At abeut 1,30 a third group
sopeared to venish in like fashion, The imerminable hours wore on . Ab
2,45 I wes sitiing on the edge of a'kﬂto~ﬁee§’trnuah, my fized boyonet
nassing upwards acregs oy temple, The sniper fired, a% serhape 60 yerds,

ihe tullet sussped Lhe bayonet sn ineh above ihe nilt, where it crossed Lhe

temnle, riving me zuch a pledge -hammer plow ss lsid me swew fisb in the
tronch, Gum wes by me in a second, anfUllie . 1 got teo my feel = bit
dazed, and pulled off the old felt bat, Blood cmme trickling down my
fnoe like the tar-baby, The edge of the bayonst, or perhaps ithe nickle
;amim of the bullet had seratehed the top of my hesd, cansing cﬂwrwarh l
ionate bdleeding. fus took his own field dressing and put a wreasth on me,
on which I rémmnﬁ.my nat, ¥The ceptain came up and said the Golonel { er
4sjor ) wanted m letter taken back asking for nelp as we were ocut off,
1 4i4 not feel f£it for bayonet work so voluntsored. “ Can you run faat ¥
“¥eg®, “How sbout yeur leg ?* “That dessn't affect me in the lesat "
¥Right”, "Bell the sonmander of the reinforcements in the hollow there,
”fg”f“i??:~%ﬁ§¥éyﬁﬁ¢§”ﬁitt“$&”;Mw“;mgﬁi the leiter about —

B T

= qufgiﬁﬁﬂ Arto
help fram the Colonel andtoke 4% to the Headguurters in iessrve Sully *

fhen 1 showed him hew I proposed to oross the ground where ihe wodies of
thpee Tommies lay, =ond I started on the track marked on the plas, I
erawled to local HesBl.guarters, got the letiter, and erawled into the
1ittle wabercourse mentioned in Clutha Hackensie's leuter interview,
Themes I holted 1like s raivi4 overthe rise snd inte safesy, I Judged
from Lthe nounithat the wnipers got in a couple of shote . in the
gully matters were very guiet, An poonsional bullet spatiered in,

and when I got further Sown the avtillery were atiempting with scant
suoeess,s uesrehing fire on it from the left, I came on the body of
# Ourkha, dead three daye, swellen and terrible, the {ace black, the
tongue out, the eyes staevting frowm their seckets, Then Lwoe more,

Than s wounded New Zealander - leg broken, a grubtel improvised from
a erosg-nendied spade, i 4id not recognime the grimed white face,
but he knew me after five ysars and we shook hands, 1t was Hobinson ,
a law student of Vietoria College, » grest footebamller, and & Raholu
man, I told him te geep moving towards the rear, Then more dead

dow Zeslanders, one of them sitiing erect in awful lone lineass sgrined

A rToek. Ruptiam aw aAna was aibtine awannad sssinet o hank  Hoews

-,
S
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they lay so thiok in the narrew bottem that I had to piok my way,
BEverywhers enme ariaa of *Afretchar-bYearer® Uater® , Gowe weve in
delivium, Une ariea out f&r W mxxx, i stopped te tell them we were

holdding on and th*& halp would come after dark, And 1 may say that help ‘
4id ecome ~ 600 m&n\yﬁth stretohers scoured the hillasides before the !
Bazouks could resch them, Yhey said that there were snipers on the ridge \
piaking off all whe ftried to ecross through the hollow and paes round the

-

knoll to HReserve Sully, Zvery minute they were expeciting them down with
the knife or the bayonet. The alope fros the botiom to the hellow was

uigh snd steep snd roeky, I ram up it fast, ani when a% about halfeway,
the snipers opened on me, I flew, In a twinkling I was in the litile

hollew and there , in a pile, lay the bodies of our reinforcements - ail
dead, How they nad veen killsd I do not knew, but I suppose the shrapnel
yaﬁ found them, Ho the Usptain's nesvage wes not delivered, 1 lay flus
snd got ay breath, Then I discovered s waM otill living and %9 all
appenvances une-wounded, "Where's the track 7% *It lends away téan ﬂv/
fest” ., He wse, in fsot lying in 4%, Appavently he did net dare to move,
I konew thst the next patoh of trmek, about & hundred yords would be the
warmest part of my travels, asnd 1 lay quiet, There wa§ o tervific bang
as & shrapnel sheel swmpleded not more than six feet overhead, It was the
signal , and I sprang out on to the slepe, Iwas not out three aeeanén
bvefore ths machine gun got going, traeing pattens on the ttu@k‘ﬁnd‘
patiering abewd sbove and behind =e. fiever in the world's h&stcﬂy‘»aﬁ
» hundred yards been covered in such time, There was a bang under my very
heels - an explosive bullet I suppese. I gave one hesve snd bound and }
dived on my chest over the crest =nd into Heserve Gully.

Here I must etop ss It 42 wmeil time sgain, Love to all,

H,D.8,
8/2837, ¥.3.14,



